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C. W. MAYOTT, manager of the Connecticut Valley Power Exchange 
at Hartford, Conn., establishes headquarters in Atlanta, Ga., for 
the operation of the Southeastern power pool, controlling 40 
public ond private utility systems that are located in thirteen states 
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HEY not only save you installation time, locate it close to the load center, so feeders 

space, and reduce construction require- are shorter, losses lower, service better. 
ments; they also provide flexibility to meet 
future changes in load conditions. 


Then when load conditions change, it’s a com- 
paratively simple matter to move your unit 
SS ae ee substation to a new load center. In short, 


here’s the practical, farsighted answer to the 


pletely factory-assembled, ready-to-install sec- changing power requirements of today and 


tions; installation is a matter of days rather ftgmorrow. Catalog GEA-2996 or your local 
than weeks. It’s compact and designed for out- G-E representative will give you more infor- 
door service, making a large investment in real mation—call or write today. General Electric 
estate and buildings unnecessary. And youcan Company, Schenectady, N. Y. 
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Electrical World 


[A.E.L. Maps Future Trend 
of Promotional Programs 


Use of defense agencies’ conservation theme urged — Survey shows 


more than half of appliances not used regularly — Speakers 


advise keeping public electrically minded 


Adaptation of the conservation theme 
being used by defense agencies to pro- 
motional efforts to keep the American 
public electrically minded was recom- 
mended to the sixth annual Interna- 
tional Association of Electrical Leagues 
convention by J. S. Bartlett, managing 
director of the host league, in Wash- 
ington, D. C. last week. 

With fewer appliances to be sold, 
with fewer new customers discussing 
appliances, and with many _ utilities 
necessarily restricting load-building 
activities, electrical leagues must pay 
particular attention to the residential 
market, Mr. Bartlett said. He said this 
educational campaign need not be aimed 
at direct sales of appliances, but should 
be keynoted to the theme of showing 
how use of electricity is in tune with 
the national requirement for conserv- 
ing resources. Practically every sales 
point used for electric cooking, for 
instance, can be keyed to the conserva- 
tion theme, he said. 


Unused Appliances 


R. H. Jones, secretary of the Cleve- 
land league, reported that a large por- 
tion of appliance sales this year were 
to persons in the lower zone income 
brackets. He cited also a Cleveland 
survey which showed that 157 appli- 
ances in 275 homes are not regularly 
used. “Some place between the point 
of sale and the point of shelving, the 
selling of use has been neglected,” he 


said, urging that surveys of the domes- 
tic market be aimed at determining 
what the new customer market is, the 
need and type of a repair service plan 
and the seriousness of non-use and how 
to correct this. 

A. G. Neal, president of Potomac 
Electric Power Co., told the convention 
“we have simply got to keep our prod- 
uct in the minds of those we are serv- 
ing.” Next year, unlike this, is more 
apt to become a buyer’s market, in the 
opinion of Arthur Hirose, director of 
McCall’s promotion and market re- 
search. People, he said, haven’t trans- 
lated the billions for defense into the 
dollars from their own pockets; by next 
year they will be weighing values such 
as a new range versus a new rug. 


Another Challenge 


To E. P. Zachman, business manager 
of the Cincinnati Association, today’s 
problems are just another challenge. 
A really successful job, he said, cannot 
be done in the easy way of planning a 
year ahead. Showing blowups of several 
recent Cincinnati ad campaigns, Mr. 
Zachman argued that the electrical ap- 
pliance business has a public position 
to maintain and that the leagues must 
be flexible enough to meet changing 
conditions. 

Installment credit curtailment is slow- 
ing up sales, according to G. W. Weston, 
secretary-manager of the Kansas City 
unit. He proposed a selling argument 
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based upon comparative costs of differ- 
ent credit plans; a range bought for 
$2 down and four years to pay costs 
$186, compared to $131 for one bought 
with 20 percent down and 18 months to 
pay, for instance. 


Olds Asserts Need 
for FPC Program 


Chairman Leland Olds of the Fed- 
eral Power* Commission this week la- 
beled as unwise any programming for 
war production which does not include 
long-range maximum expansion of elec- 
tric generating capacity along the lines 
advanced by FPC in its five-year pro- 
gram revealed last July. 

His stand, made in a blunt address 
at the joint meeting of Washington and 
Maryland members of the A.I.E.E., ap- 
parently was intended to be an indi- 
rect attack upon current defense pro- 
gram policies which are permitting util- 
ity generator units to be sidetracked for 
Navy turbine orders. This diversion of 
manufacturing capacity, part of the 
present “victory program” for quick 
increase in production of war equip- 
ment, is occurring with the full sup- 
port of the reigning defense agency, 
the Supply Priorities and Allocations 
Board. 

“The Federal Power Commission,” 
Mr. Olds said, “has consistently taken 
the stand that the possible savings of 
power through curtailment should be 
reserved for emergency situations which 
cannot be met by planned additions to 
capacity, and that additional capacity, 
equivalent to the ability of the equip- 
ment companies to produce land tur- 
bine-generators, should be planned for 
each year and allotted the necessary 
priorities. 

“The Federal Power Commission, 
therefore, sees no reason to change the 
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OUTDOOR TURBINE—Recently completed 10,000-kw. outdoor Allis-Chalmers turbine 
installation of the city of Burbank, Calif., uses only a small metal inclosure over the 
turbine end and turbine gage board, as weather protection. The unit operates on steam 


at 650 lb. pressure, 825 deg. temperature. 


program which it presented to the 
President on July 16 of this year, that 
we assure an orderly program for the 
production of steam and hydro turbine- 
generators up to the capacity of equip- 
ment companies to produce such units.” 

Mr. Olds also called for construction 
of more high-capacity  inter-system 
transmission lines to assure maximum 
utilization of generating facilities, as- 
serting that “It is beyond question that 
the lines of demarcation between sys- 
tems appear entirely artificial in terms 
of wholesale power supply.” 

Not only the immediate defense pic- 
ture, but also preservation of democ- 
racy after the war must be considered 
in today’s planning, Mr. Olds stated. 
“In the process of building our defense 
effort we must not forget that we may 
win all by the force of arms and still 
lose afterward,” he said. 
To those who fear that this policy will 
mean a glut of generating facilities 
after the war, Mr. Olds declared that 
this means accepting the necessity also 
of idle manufacturing capacity and idle 
workers, adding that “if we accept the 
inevitability of idle men, the very insti- 
tutions which we have defended will be 
in peril.” 


democracy 


Crowley Urged for Alien 
Property Custodian Post 


Leo T. Crowley, chairman of the 
Standard Gas & Electric system and of 
the Federal Deposit Insurance Corp., 
is being strongly urged to accept ap- 
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A second similar unit is soon to be installed 


pointment as Alien Property Custodian 
for World War II. 

President Roosevelt is known to be 
desirous of getting this important war 
office set up prior to actual need for 
taking over control of alien property 
and to desire that Mr. Crowley take on 
the assignment, at least in the organ- 
izational stage. 


Christmas Tree Lighting 
Allowed in Southeast 


When the word got around that the 
power rationing program might snuff 
the welcome lamps for Santa Claus, it 
caused quite a flurry among the young- 
sters—old and young. 

So J. A. Krug, chief of the power 

Office of Production 
issued this statement. 
just to get the record straight for the 
stocking-hangers: 


branch of the 
Management, 


“In this region winter rains almost 
always come before Christmas. Such 
rains would end the power shortage. 
However, should the blackout still be 
in effect at Christmas, specific rules will 
then be issued by this office governing 
the use of Christmas lighting. These 
rules will exempt from the blackout 
the use of the small ornamental bulbs, 
needed for ordinary indoor Christmas 
tree lighting for homes, churches and 
charitable institutions. The amount of 
current consumed by such bulbs is 
negligible. But, as long as the blackout 
is necessary, outdoor lighting cannot 
be permitted.” 
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NEWS BRIEFS 


University OF ILLiNots has honored 
William L. Abbott by giving his nam 
to its new $1,500,000 electric powe: 
plant. Mr. Abbott was formerly chie! 
operating engineer of the Common 
wealth Edison Co., retiring from that 
position in 1937 upon completing fifty 
years of service. 


BONUSES PAID ON ORDERS TAKEN )y 
employees of the sales department. in 
Consolidated Edison’s 1941 combination 
bargain campaign, which consisted of a 
toaster, bridge lamp and table radio, 
totaled $27.929.64. In the double bar- 
gain campaign sales employees earned 
bonuses of $16,259.58 for orders taken 
for the vacuum cleaner and 
shaver combination. 


electric 


MerrILL FE. SKINNER, vice-president 
of the Buffalo Niagara Electric Corp.. 
told more than 400 dealers, jobbers. 
manufacturers, 
men 


contractors and _ sales- 
recently gathered at a defense 
clinic in Buffalo that “retailers of appli- 
ances are rapidly approaching the time 
when they will have little of this mer- 
chandise to sell. My suggestion is to 
concentrate on service, so that appli- 
ances now in use can be kept in good 
condition through repairs and periodic 
inspections and overhauling.” 


ORLANDO MUNICIPAL water and light 
plant is now issuing an “Information 
Bulletin” to customers, the latest issue 
stressing that there is no power shortage 
in this Florida area. Increased use of 
electric service is promoted by exam- 
ples of low bills paid by four typical 
groups of residential customers. 


Wisconsin Pusiic Service Corp, is 
now located in its new office building at 
Fourth and Jefferson streets in Wau- 
sau. All offices of the utility, except the 
distribution division, are housed in the 
new building. 


° 


“BLACKIE,” GERMAN SHEPHERD DOG 
that adopted Indianapolis Power & 
Light Co. guards at Northwest substa- 
tion early this year, has opened up a 
new branch of anti-sabotage protection 
for the company and supplied the “dog- 
power” for extending the idea to other 
company property. Blackie quickly 
learned to patrol the substation fence 
on command and at night makes the 
rounds following a spotlight thrown 
slowly around the inclosure by guards. 
Now “officially approved” by the FBI, 
Blackie continues her duties and her 
eight half-grown puppies are stationed 
for training at four major substations 
and two power plants. 
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Three New Units to Aid 
Central Maine Capacity 


Recent rainfall alleviates drought and builds up hydro storage — 
Steam plant at Wiscasset rushed to completion — Domestic 


appliance sales surpass all records 


Running a race against time to com- 
plete the initial 20,000-kw. installation 
at its Wiscasset steam plant, Central 
Maine Power Co. anticipates that the 
machine will be on the line early in 
January, 1942, thereby contributing 
substantially to relieve the conditions 
brought about by the protracted drought 
in the Pine Tree State. Erection of the 
turbine unit, a G.E. outfit, is being 
pushed on a three-shift basis. The 
boiler and turbine rooms of the new 
plant have been fully inclosed for sev- 
eral weeks and the number of men at 
work on this construction was lately 
increased from 300 to 382. 

Nepsco Services, Inc., Augusta, is re- 
sponsible for the design and engineering 
of this plant, which is to be further 
augmented in mid-1942 by a 10,000-kw. 
G.E. unit, a third machine, also of G.E. 
make and 10,000-kw. rating having 
been ordered for delivery some months 
later. 


Rationing Outlook Improved 


Progress has also been rapid on 
various high-tension line and substation 
construction related to the supply of 
energy to various defense industries, 
notably on a second 110-kv. circuit be- 
tween the Central Maine system’s Gulf 
Island hydro-electric station near Lewis- 
ton and the Mosher substation connect- 
ing with the Cumberland County Power 
& Light system at Portland. This cir- 
cuit will be in operation shortly and 
will strengthen the tie line facilities 
between the two systems, enabling hydro 
and steam power to be transferred ac- 
cording to water and load conditions. 

\t the low point of the drought it was 
necessary for Central Maine to ask 
some of its industrial customers to cur- 
tail the use of secondary power for a 
short period. Recent rains have im- 
proved the situation sufficiently to en- 
able the company to store water for 
the time being and in the past three 
weeks about 3,000.000,000 cu.ft. have 
been impounded in the reservoirs of the 
Moosehead area. Available steam plant 
capacity is being utilized as fully as 
possible, including interconnected op- 
eration with the Portland system and 
some industrial steam unit capacity in 
southern Maine. Substantially — in- 
creased precipitation, however, — is 
greatly needed in the territory served 
by the company. 


All the power demands of the defense 
program, high-lighted by the expansion 
of the Bath Iron Works and its impor- 
tant ship contracts for the U. S. Navy, 
have been fully met by the company. 
Over 75 classifications of defense ma- 
terial are produced in central Maine. 

This has been the most successful 
year the company has had in merchan- 
dising and the $1,000,000 sales objec- 
tive set for 1941 will unquestionably be 
exceeded by a wide margin. Each of 
the company’s 24 retail stores is ahead 
of its 1940 volume, and it is expected 
that the holiday trade in small appli- 
ances will reach $150,000. 

A new home-lighting program has 
been launched to insure acquisition of 
a relatively permanent type of load 
which is regarded as a backlog against 
post-emergency conditions. Total appli- 
ance sales on Central Maine lines 
reached $946,491 by October 1, or 
$10.44 for each of 90,683 customers, 
including commercial. 

An active lamp campaign with a 
quota of 70,000 bulbs is about to close, 
involving the co-operation of 200 deal- 
ers, the solicitation of 80,000 customers 


Eee 


and special inducements in the way of 
100-watt bulbs or a La Salle Pin-it-Up 
Lamp. 


Court Sets Blakely Dam 
Hearing Next Week 


Arkansas Power & Light Co.’s appeal 
from an order by the Federal Power 
Commission terminating*a»license for 
construction of the Blakely Dam on the 
Ouachita River will be heard November 
27 by the United States Circuit Court. 
The company, which expended $1,600,- 
000 on land acquisition, engineering 
and preliminary construction costs, had 
sought an extension of. the completion 
date for the project. After hearings in 
Washington last December, the com- 
mission refused the request and revoked 
the license, effective September 1, 1941. 

The company said in its appeal that 
the order was*““tinreasonable, caprici- 
ous, arbitrary and“@ontrary to law.” 


Start Line to Army Base 


Construction of a new  13,000-volt 
power line from the Washington Water 
Power Co.’s Sunset substation to Geiger 
Field has begun, A. H. Beckwith, super- 
intendent of the Spokane division dis- 
tribution department, stated recently. 
At Geiger Field the new line will tie 
in with the Army’s substation, where 
the utility is supplying 1,000 kva. 
transformer capacity. 


CHANGE TO 


A MODERN 





FOR FALL CAMPAIGNS—Major appliances, small appliances and lighting comprise 
Central Maine Power Co. sales program, which is exceeding all previous records 
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MYSTIC BEGINS—Mud and seepage are blown from temporary casing for first metal 


pile of sub-foundation at Boston Edison’s new Mystic plant. 


Floodlighting is provided 


to facilitate night work 


Cites Objectives of 
G.E. Post-War Group 


Stuart M. Crocker, vice-president of 
General Electric Co., called upon in- 
dustry to take the initiative in planning 
for the post-war period, in a recent ad- 
dress before the California State 
Chamber of Commerce in Oakland. 

This business generation is fortunate, 
he said, to have had two great interna- 
tional conflicts occur within a single 
lifetime. From our previows.experiences 
in the last post-war périod we can 
draw, he said, “the experience, 
strength and inspiration necessary to 
cope successfully with the next such 
period.” 

Turning to the planning committee 
appointed by the company early this 
year, Mr. Crocker said that some of its 
objectives were as follows: 

Investigations into present fields of 
research to determine if any practical 
applications may be made in respect 
to present products or new products 
that are of interest and value to other 
industries. 

A survey of new products already in 
the design stage. 

Market analyses covering the above 
classifications to determine the extent 
of the market and selling price neces- 
sary to obtain a substantial sales vol- 
ume. 

Manufacturing cost studies to deter- 
mine if such new products can be sold 
at volume indicated at profitable mar- 
gins. 

Survey of the factories to be used for 
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Con- 
sideration is given here to the maximum 
utilization of machine tool equipment 
which will exist at the close of the 
war. and which would reduce substan- 
tially the manufacturing costs of such 
new products helping the profit margin. 
Such advance planning would give en- 
gineers enough time to redesign the 
proposed new product to use maximum 
existing equipment. 

Survey of possible demolition work 
and new construction needed to reduce 
depreciation charges and utilize em- 
ployees’ services. This would also in- 
dicate the kind of employees needed 
for the new product and reduce the con- 
fusion of potential layoffs. 


the manufacture of new products. 


Utility Expansion Plan 
Again Rejected by City 


Dallas Power & Light Co. will have 
to make a third attempt and also make 
some concessions to the city if it is to 
get permission to spend $2,260,000 en- 
larging generating facilities at the 
Mountain Creek Lake power plant, city 
councilmen decided recently when they 
rejected the proposal for a second time. 

Utilities Supervisor Frank R. Schnei- 
der has insisted successfully twice that 
the city should not approve the expan- 
sion unless the company makes far- 
reaching concessions to protect the rate 
structure from becoming possibly over- 
loaded to the point where future rate 
reductions would be impossible and a 
rate increase might be possible. 
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Added Diversion of 
Water at Niagara 


For a second time this year the 
United States and Canada have agreed 
upon additional water diversion at 
Niagara to increase power generation 
for defense industries. An agreement 
permitting diversion of an additional 
7,500 cubic second feet on the Ameri- 
can side and a reported 3,000 c.f.s. on 
the Canadian side is before the Senate 
for approval, which is 
promptly. 

This diversion, together with that 
authorized last summer, will bring to 
12,500 c.f.s. the extra treaty water being 
used on the American side, virtually 
the capacity which can be handled by 
existing generating equipment. 

Chairman Leland Olds of the Federal 
Power Commission, in a letter to Con- 
gressman Alfred E. Beiter of New York, 
said the additional diversion will pro- 
vide another 30,000 kw. of continuous 
capacity, all of which is earmarked for 
Union Carbide Co. for manufacture of 
ferro-alloys. The company presently is 
importing 50.000 kw. of continuous 
power from the Ontario, Canada, hydro 
plant, but Canada soon will require use 
of much of this energy on her side of 
the boundary. 


expected 


Montaup to Complete 
Topping Set-Up 


Montaup Electric Co. has ordered a 
35,000-kw., 0.7 power-factor, 400-psi. 
and 750-deg. General Electric turbo- 
generating unit for its Somerset steam 


plant to be delivered in 1944. This 
unit will round out a topping develop- 
ment initiated by the installation of a 
25,000-kw. G.E. turbine unit and Com- 
bustion Engineering forced-feedwater 
circulation boiler scheduled to go into 
service early in 1942, with steam at 
1,825 psi. and 960 deg. at the super- 
heater outlet. (See article by F. S. 
Clark, Stone & Webster Engineering 
Corp., ELectricAL Wor.ip, August 23, 
1941, page 52.) 

The 1944 unit will be hydrogen- 
cooled, run at 3,600 r.p.m., and when 
operating on the exhaust of the high- 
pressure machine or on steam from the 
older boilers will deliver energy at in- 
creased efficiency over the present 
turbine units. No new boiler capacity 
is required in connection with this 
unit. Stone & Webster Engineering 
Corp. is engineer for the development, 
which is for a wholesale generating and 
transmission system serving the Black- 
stone Valley, Brockton Edison and Fa!! 
River utilities. These jointly own the 
Montaup Electric Co. 

22, 
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Old Tacoma Steam Plant 
Placed in Operation 


City utilizes station built in 1928 to aid in serving defense loads — 
Bids out for two 25,000-kw. hydro units 
and one of 40,000 kw. 


Defense activities plus a steady nor- 
mal growth in the past two or three 
years have resulted in putting into com- 
mission the 27,777-kw. steam plant of 
the Tacoma, Wash., City Light Depart- 
ment on November 10. This plant was 
built in 1928 and has never been oper- 
ated except in rare cases of emergency. 
The plant is modern and in all but one 
respect good as new, having scarcely 
ever had a fire under the boilers. The 
one exception was in the Admiralty 
tubes in the condenser, which would 
not stand salt water. These have been 
replaced with 70 percent copper and 
30 percent nickel alloy tubes. 


Helped by Seattle 


The increase in load the 


past two years has been 221% percent 


average 


per year. September this year was up 
28 percent over September last year. 
About 15 percent of the 22% percent 
is estimated to be attributable to de- 
fense industries. The city’s hydro 
plants, with a capacity of 114,000 kw., 
can little more than meet the ordinary 
peaks, the margin being altogether too 
close for safety if it were not for the 
fact that the Seattle municipal plant 
has been able to furnish current regu- 
larly during peak periods. In Novem- 
ber, for instance, Tacoma hit a peak of 
116,000 kw. and over that peak Seattle 
furnished 10,000 kw. This current is 
bought by Tacoma at the rate of 2 mills. 

In the past, according to Verne Kent, 
general superintendent, the main value 
of the Tacoma steam plant has lain in 
the fact that it permitted that utility to 
take a much greater gamble on the 
month-to-month and year-to-year capac- 
ity fluctuations of its hydros, and also on 
the continued possibility of obtaining 
current from Seattle, so a much longer 
chance could be taken on using this 
low-cost power to the limit for peak pur- 
poses, with the steam always in reserve. 

But now the rapidly growing indus- 
trial! load in both centers and the in- 
creasing demand for service by the war 
industries increases the gamble and it 
was decided to get the steam plant 
going as a spinning reserve. Two other 
steps have also been taken to insure 
adequate future capacity. The city is 
now calling for bids for two 25,000-kw. 
hydro units to be installed at its new 
plant at Alder, on the Nisqually River, 


ELECTRICAL WORLD e 


November 


and one 40,000-kw. unit as an addition 
to the plant at La Grand, also on the 
Nisqually. Normal growth of load on 
the system justifies both of these. Over 
and above all these precautions, Bonne- 
ville power has been promised at 21% 
mills, although none of this would be 
available before February of next year 
at the earliest. 


Defense Plant Expansion 
Cost $49,126,000 


Estimated cost of 2.756 defense in- 
dustrial plant expansions approved 
through August 31 totaled $4,725,786,- 
000, the Bureau of Research and Statis- 
tics, OPM, recently reported. There 


were 575 expansions for which public 
funds had been committed at an esti- 
mated cost of $3,783,807,000 and 2,181 
privately financed plant expansions for 





LOAD BUILDER—N. D. Herrick, rural elec- 
trification engineer, and Miss Emma G. 
Tighe, home service director, Boston Edi- 
son, exhibit fowls held in frozen storage 
in a 16-cu.ft. Esco cabinet with 1/3-hp. 
Frigidaire compressor, at 
Concord, Mass., to acquaint 75 county 
agents, extension service staff members 
and others with developments 
freezers. 


a meeting in 


in farm 

All the poultry consumed in a 

barbecue on this occasion was stored in 
this equipment 
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which certificates of necessity had been 


approved, estimated to cost $941,- 
979,000. 
Plant expansions in the electrical 


equipment field numbered 132, with an 
estimated cost of $49,126,000. 


OPM Limits Power 
Usage in Southeast 


Mandatory limitation on consumption 
of electric energy by large industrial 
and commercial consumers in all or 
parts of six Southeastern states be- 
came effective by OPM edict this week. 
For at least two weeks, to December 1. 
energy use is frozen at average weekly 
levels which obtained during the Sep- 
tember 15-October 14 meter reading 
period. 


Imposition of the “freezing” restric- 
tion came to check runaway use of 


energy by a few consumers seeking to 
lay in stockpiles of finished products 
against the day when OPM’s originally 
planned 30 percent curtailment might 
be put into effect. OPM Power Coordi- 


ois “rtetee 
nator J. A. Krug, administering the 
power conservation program from on- 


the-spot headquarters in Atlanta, said 
only a few consumers were taking ad- 
vantage of the delay in imposing restric- 
tions, but that those few were threaten- 
ing the Southeast’s dwindling hydro 
reservoir reserves. 

Krug’s action brought into effect the 
final provisions of OPM’s power curtail- 
ment order for 
Tennessee, 
lina, 


Alabama, 
southeastern South Caro- 
eastern and _north- 
western Florida. It amended, however, 
the original 


Georgia, 
Mississippi 


plan to restrict con- 
sumption to 70 percent of a consumer’s 
base quota; instead 100 percent use 
of quotas will be permitted at least 
to December 1. All administrative pro- 
visions of the original curtailment pro- 
gram, including self-reading of meters 
weekly by consumers and disconnection 
of those exceeding quotas, are now in 
effect. 

Mandatory pooling of power genera- 
tion and blacking out of sign, display 
and decorative lighting throughout the 


area—other features of the power pro- 
gram—have been in operation since 


early November. 


Rockland Rate Hearing 


Federal Power Commission has an- 
nounced that an investigation will be 
started to “determine the reasonable- 
ness of the wholesale rates for electric 
energy sold by the Rockland Light & 
Power Co.” of Nyack to Pike County 
Light & Power Co., an affiliated utility 
with headquarters in Milford, Pa. 
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City Board Upholds 
Utility's Status 


City Commission of Houston, Tex., 
has voted to reject the recommendation 
of City Attorney Lewis Cutrer that the 
city’s profit-sharing agreement with the 
Houston Lighting & Power Co. be can- 
celed. Mr. Cutrer recommended that 
the company’s 1941 tax assessment be 
increased by $21.050.000, which would 
mean a $207.395 tax increase; that the 
company’s light rates should be reduced 
$1.260.000 a year, and that City Coun- 
cil give careful consideration to pur- 
chase by the city of the Houston Light- 
ing & Power Co. 

In a written reply to Mr. Cutrer’s 
recommendations the city commission 
declared that the city has the right to 
start an investigation of light rates, but 
such a move would violate the “spirit 
and letter” of a recent agreement by 
which the city accepted a $440.000 re- 
duction of light rates and the free in- 
stallation and service by the light com- 
pany of 3,500 additional street lights. 

“The light company has reduced its 
rates as agreed,” the commission stated, 
“and is complying strictly with this 
agreement. .. . It is legally impossible 
for the city to order an increase in the 
light company tax assessment this year. 
because tax values for 1941 already 
have been fixed by the board of tax 
appraisement and the tax rolls closed. 
. . . The city has no authority to con- 
demn, purchase or operate the light 
company system because the system 
extends into a number of nearby towns 
located in ten counties. The company 
has franchises and contracts with some 
of these cities to distribute electricity 
to the consumers, and the rights of 
those cities cannot be disregarded or 
broken,” the letter read. “Aside from 
these legal objections.” the letter con- 
cluded, “we believe it would be unwise 
for the city, even if it had the legal 
authority to do so, to attempt to operate 
a utility in other cities and in adjacent 
counties, thereby exposing the city to 
disputes, misunderstandings and litiga- 
tion.” 


Lines at Maximum Voltage 


Bonneville Power Administrator Paul 
J. Raver has announced that all of the 
administration’s completed 230.000-volt 
transmission lines, totaling 357 miles, 
now are operating at the maximum 
voltage for which they were designed. 
Last section of the network to be raised 
to 230.000 volts was the second 35-mile 
steel from Bonneville dam 

D. Ross substation at Van- 
Wash., which was recently 
stepped up from 115.000 volts. Present 


tower line 
to the a: 


couver, 
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plans call for energization of approxi- 
mately 450 additional miles of 230,000- 
volt lines in 1942, including a third 
Bonneville-Vancouver circuit, a second 
Bonneville-Grand Coulee line and a 183- 
mile line from Covington to Grand 
Coulee dam. 


Louisville Hydro 
Delivers 72,000 Kw. 


The Louisville Hydro-Electric Co., 
hydro plant on the falls of the Ohio 
River, for the first time in months has 
been operating at capacity, with all 
eight of its turbines running, and this 
was made possible by heavy rains over 
the Ohio Valley watershed. With each 
turbine capable of 9,000 kw., it was thus 
made possible for Louisville Gas & 
Electric Co. to have a larger surplus to 
be shipped over high-tension wires into 
the pool going to defense industries in 
the South. 

On November 1 1.98 inches of rain- 
fall fell at Louisville and reports of 
heavy rains were received from many 
up-river points, it being the best rain in 
many months. 


Service and Revenue 
Needed by Utilities 


Revenues and loads must be 
tained and customer relations kept at 
high levels regardless of any curtail- 
ment in appliances, according to D. O. 
Kreitzman, manager sales department, 
Gary (Ind.) Heat, Light & Water Com- 
pany. 


sus- 


It is important to retain good sales- 
men, he said, and use them on cus- 
tomer survey work, perhaps adjusting 
compensation to a flat basis or to a flat 
basis plus some form of load bonus. 
In the course of their surveys, salesmen 
would uncover appliances in need of 
adjustment or service of any kind to 
keep them in operation and service men 
would be sent out to do the job. 

Our utility industry should not re- 
peat the errors made in the depression, 
Mr. Kreitzman concluded, when sales 
and service work were allowed to lapse. 
Poor customer relations were the re- 
sult, he said, and many companies have 
been obliged since that time to rebuild 
favorable public opinion. 


Philippines Get A-10 


Public utilities and mining and in- 
dustrial operations in the Philippine 
Islands are eligible for the A-10 priority 
assistance available for repair and 
maintenance materials under Priority 
Orders P-22, P-46 and P-56. 
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Utility Forbidden 
to Cut Off Service 


New York Public Service Commission 
has rendered a decision establishing the 
principle that an electric utility may 
not discontinue service to customers in 
territory for which it had been granted 
a franchise, despite the company’s claim 
that under the terms of contracts with 
certain individual customers it has the 
right to discontinue such service. The 
commission ruled that the relation be- 
tween a utility and a customer is gov- 
erned by the Public Service Law and 
decisions of the courts and not by any 
individual contract not approved by the 
Public Service Commission. 

The case arose from complaints of 
five customers against the Old Forge 
Electric Corp., which serves customers 
in Hamilton County. The customers in- 
volved contributed $5,000 to complete 
installations along Racquette Lake. 
Revenue from the customers proved 
disappointing and the service was cut 
off in August, 1940. The commission in- 
tervened and required the company to 
continue the service pending a deter- 
mination in the matter. 

The commission’s decision is covered 
in two opinions—one by Chairman Milo 
R. Maltbie and the other by Commis- 
sioner George R. Lunn. Both opinions 
agree that the company’s remedy is 
not in cutting off the service, but in 
filing new rate schedules with the com- 
mission. 


Savannah Capacity Tied 
Into Southeastern Pool 


A new 110.000-volt transmission line 
between Vidalia and Savannah, Ga.. 
was placed in operation November 15, 
providing for delivery of approximately 
2.000.000 kw.-hr. of electricity per week 
to the Southeastern power pool, Georgia 
Power Co. announced. 

The steam-electric generating units 
of Savannah Electric & Power Co. at 
Savannah will thus be able to aid ma- 
terially in offsetting the effects of the 
drought in the southeastern area. 


Plans Broadcasting Unit 


Plans for the construction of a broad- 
casting station and installation of two- 
way radios in its service cars and trucks 
have been announced by the Columbus 
& Southern Ohio Electric Co. Designed 
to permit speedier service, the program 
calls for building of a 250-watt fre- 
quency modulation station and broad- 
casting unit in the service garage in 
downtown Columbus and installation of 
two-way radios in nineteen service units. 
1941 
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Two New Stations for 
Pacific Gas & Electric 


Stone & Webster designing two 60,000-kw. plants, which are to be 
identical, and will be erected by company construction 
forces — One located near Midway 


Continuing its extensive program of 
expansion to provide for future de- 
mand, Pacific Gas & Electric Co. of 
California has started preliminary work 
on two additional steam-electric gener- 
ating plants, each of 60,000 kw. in- 
stalled capacity and each to cost ap- 
proximately $7,480,000. 

One of the new stations will be 
erected at Buttonwillow, Kern County, 
in the southern part of the company’s 
system, which stretches some 500 miles 
in its longest dimension through central 
and northern California. The structure 
will adjoin the present Midway steam 
plant, capacity 25,000 kw., which has 
been in operation there since 1921. 

Location of the second projected plant 
has not yet been determined pending 
engineering examination of several pro- 
posed sites. 


Identical Design 


Design of the new installations, which 
will be identical, is being prepared by 
Stone & Webster and is already well 
under way. Orders for the generating 
units and other equipment have been 
placed with the General Electric Com- 
pany. Pacific Gas & Electric Co.’s con- 
struction department will erect both 
plants, the first of which, at Button- 
willow. is expected to be ready for 
operation in November, 1943. 

The turbo-generators to be installed 


in the Midway and its companion plant 
will be the largest single units in the 
company’s system. Each will have an 
installed capacity of 80,000 hp., or 
60,000 kw. at 0.8 power factor. Boilers 
will be of radiant type, to produce 450,- 
000 lb. of steam per hour at 1,500 lb. 
pressure and 900 deg. F. temperature. 
They will be designed and built by 
Babcock & Wilcox. Each plant will be 
provided with the necessary evaporat- 
ing and feedwater heating equipment. 
Forced air cooling towers will be em- 
ployed at the Midway station, where 
the water supply is limited to local 
well sources. 

Studies of soil corrosivity, which is 
unusually severe in the Buttonwillow 
region, are being made. Plans prob- 
ably will provide for inclosing all un- 
derground conduit and pipe in thick 
protective sheaths of asphaltum or oil- 
impregnated gravel. 

Buttonwillow is well situated for op- 
eration of a steam-generating station, 
surrounded as it is by the extensive oil 
and gas fields of Kern County. The 
new plant will be equipped to burn 
either of these two fuels. The old gen- 
erating station, which has been in 
service since 1921, is being overhauled 
and modernized at an estimated cost 
of $48,577. When the new installation 
is completed the Midway units will have 
a combined capacity of 113,512 hp. 








NEW PLANT SITE—Pacific Gas & Electric Co. will erect one of its new 60,000 kw. 
Steam stations scheduled for completion in November 1943, near the Midway Plant 


shown here. 


Location of second plant is being studied 
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Existing interconnection facilities at 
Magunden substation in Kern County 
have been enlarged and a new substa- 
tion built at Piedra in Fresno County 
to enable the northern utility to take 
delivery of 150,000 kw. of Edison power 
beginning January 1, 1942. These im- 
provements involved an expenditure of 
approximately $600,000. 

Another important item in the com- 
pany’s building program is construc- 
tion of a 70-kv. transmission line ex- 
tending from the Midway steam plant 
to San Luis Obispo, a distance of 60 
miles. The line, costing $727,000, will 
make available 25,000 hp. of addi- 
tional power to meet the increased re- 
quirements of the coastal territory. 
Large army training camps are situated 
at San Luis Obispo and near Paso 
Robles in this section and quarters for 
a mechanized division of troops are 
under construction at Lompoc in Santa 
Barbara County. 


Temporary Service Rule 
Modified by Commission 


New York Public Service Commission 
has granted the Rochester Gas & Elec- 
tric Corp. special permission to modify 
the rule relative to the furnishing of 
temporary electric service. There will 
be no change in the rate for such serv- 
ice, but the modifications specify the 
amount of the deposit and the tempo- 
rary status of a consumer. The rule 
covers non-permanent connections. 

Customers for temporary connections 
shall make a deposit equal to the esti- 
mated cost to the company for labor, 
materials and all other costs occasioned 
by the construction of the service, less 
60 percent of the cost of material that 
is returnable to stock. If such a customer 
discontinues service in less than twelve 
months he must pay the company the 
actual cost of construction plus the 
cost of removal, less the cost of mate- 
rial that is returnable to stock. Any 
remaining balance of the deposit will 
be returned to the customer. 


Plans New Substation 


Board of Public Utilities. James- 
town, N. Y., has authorized Clayton O. 
Johnson, superintendent, to proceed 
with plans for construction of a 3,000- 
kva. brick, steel and concrete substa- 
tion in Harrison Street and for installa- 
tion of a transmission cable to connect 
with the municipality’s Steele Street 
generating plant. Bids will be taken 
soon for furnishing material and equip- 
ment for the project, part of a $100,000 
expansion program authorized more 
than a year ago. 
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Utility Advertising 
Surveyed by P.U.A.A. 


During the emergency institutional 
copy rather than promotional copy will 
be in the preponderance, according to 
a survey undertaken recently by Al C. 
Joy, president of the Public Utilities 
Advertising Association. 

Members of the association empha- 
sized that the need for advertising is 
greater now than ever before, and 
that advertising during the emergency 
becomes a type of insurance for future 
business. 

Since it is generally recognized that 
priorities will affect the manufacture 
and delivery of appliances, institutional 
copy is expected to replace former 
merchandise and promotional copy. 

According to the survey, these ideas 
should be included in the institutional 
copy: (1) Company name and its story 
should be kept constantly before the 
public; (2) low cost and great value 
of service to customers should be 
stressed; (3) customers should be edu- 
cated with suggestions and pointers to 
the best use of present appliances; 
(4) leisure for housewives should be 
emphasized; (5) local industries 
boosted; (6) community and state de- 
velopments promoted; (7) stress the 
high quality of service; (8) call atten- 
tion to the company’s patriotic coopera- 
tion in defense efforts; (9) maintain 
dealer morale and develop helpful 
dealer relations; (10) produce non- 
technical advertising of an educational 
nature and showing what it takes to 
provide service. 


I.E.S. Discusses 
Industrial Lighting 


A modern protective exterior plant 
lighting system costs $2,500 a mile, ac- 
cording to A. S. Mengel, Westinghouse 
Lamp Division. Speaking before the 
New York Section of the Illuminating 
Engineering Society, meeting last week 
at the Westinghouse Lamp Division 
plant, Mr. Mengel described such a sys- 
tem as one that makes use of asymmet- 
rical street-lighting luminaires, mounted 
on wood poles with 150-ft. centers, and 
using 6,000-lumen lamps. 

Of the total cost figure, the poles 
account for 30 percent, the luminaires 
for 25 percent, while the lamps make 
up only 1 percent, he added. 

Discussing lighting for “all-out” in- 
dustrial effort, O. P. Cleaver reported 
that “tonight 1,000,000 employees are 
working in industrial plants under in- 
tensities above 50 ft.-candles.” Much 
of the credit for this situation was due, 
he continued, to fluorescent lighting, 
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though a number of defense plants 
were also making use of mercury-vapor 
and incandescent lighting. He estimated 
the average industrial lighting level for 
1941 as 30 ft.-candles, as compared 
with an average of 8 ft.-candles as re- 
cently as 1939. 

Repainting and relighting of machine 
shops and other industrial areas can 
make for reduction in industrial acci- 
dents, as well as step up production 
and aid employee relations, as indi- 
cated in a color movie, “Three-Dimen- 
sional Seeing in Industry,” produced 
by E. I. du Pont de Nemours Co., in 
collaboration with the Philadelphia 
Electric Co., and shown at the meeting. 
At Philadelphia Electric’s machine shop 
fluorescent lighting was installed and 
the machines were repainted in a buff 
and medium gray color scheme, buff 
being applied to the dangerous work 
areas. 

Civil defense lighting, as applied to 
industrial plants, involves “blackout” 
or protective lighting of vertical or in- 
clined surfaces, rather than horizontal 
ones, Dr. S. G. Hibben pointed out. 
He also demonstrated some of the re- 
cently developed lighting aids for use 
in blackouts, including numerous adap- 
tations of the “black” lamp and an 
8-watt fluorescent tube with “ultravio- 
let” shield, useful in exciting fluo- 
rescent-painted targets or directional 
signs. Dr. Hibben suggested the “Steri- 
lamp” for sterilizing air in such con- 
gested areas as air-raid shelters and 
steam lamps for purifying air in sim- 
ilar locations. 


MEETINGS 


American Society of Agricultural Engineers—Fal! 
meeting, Stevens Hotel, Chicago, Ill., Decem- 
ber |-3. Raymond Olney, secretary, St. Joseph, 
Mich. 

American Society of Mechanical Engineers—An- 
nual meeting, Hotel Astor, New York, N. Y., 
December |I-5. C. E. Davies, national secretary, 
29 West 39th St., New York, N. Y. 


Exposition of Chemical Industries—Grand Central 
Palace, New York, N. Y., December 1-6. 


National Association of Manufacturers—Congress 
of American Industry, Waldorf Astoria Hotel, 
New York, N. Y., December 1-5. 


American Institute of Electrical Engineers— 
Southern district, St. Charles Hotel, New Or- 
leans, La., December 3-5: winter convention, 
New York, N. Y., January 26-30. H. H. Henline, 
national secretary, 2? West 39th St., New York, 
N.Y. 


Petroleum Electric Power Association—Annual 
conference, Baker Hotel, Dallas, Tex., Decem- 
ber 4-5. K. K. Kreamer, Petroleum Electric 


Power Association, Houston, Tex. 


Louisiana Engineering Society—Annual meeting, 
St. Charles Hotel, New Orleans, La., January 
9-10. J. K. Mayer, secretary-treasurer, Suite 422, 
St. Charles Hotel, New Orleans, La. 


Missouri Valley Electric Association—Power sales 
conference, Continental Hotel, Kansas City, 
Mo., January 15-16. L. D. Pettegrew, director, 
1527 Sharp Building, Lincoln, Neb. 

American Society of Heating and Ventilating 
Engineers—Annual meeting, Philadelphia, Pa., 
January 26-30. A. V. Hutchinson, secretary, 51 
Madison Av., New York. 


International Heating & Ventilating Exposition— 
Biennial exposition, Commercial Museum, Phila- 
delphia, Pa., January 26-30. 
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Steinmetz Calls for 
Revitalized Program 


Pointing to the growing interest in 
the Better Light-Better Sight objectives, 
among professional groups and_ the 
public, H. P. J. Steinmetz, chairman 
of the Better Light-Better Sight Bu- 
reau, has called upon utility companies 
for a revitalization of the basic objec- 
tives of the program. 

Utility companies of the country 
were the leaders from the beginning 
in utilizing the educational angle of the 
program in promoting and selling bet- 
ter lighting to their customers, Mr. 
Steinmetz said. However, he went on, 
there has been a gradual slowing up 
of customer education as exemplified 
in the program objectives in favor of a 
tendency to sell lighting and lighting 
equipment as in the old days prior to 
the Better Light-Better Sight movement. 
To combat this, he said, and in an 
effort to keep the original objectives 
of the program in the forefront of pro- 
motion, advertising and selling, the 
bureau this has intensified its 
activities. 

“One of the principal objectives of 
the program from the utility point of 
view is higher lighting intensities,” 
Mr. Steinmetz declared. “Progress to- 
ward that end has been good, but we 
are still far away with the average 
customer from the present-day recog- 
nized standards. 

“Fifty foot-candles is a common goal 
today, but in homes the average is 
less than one-fifth of that. In the 
commercial field the average is less 
than one-fourth. Real progress is 
being made in the industrial field due 
to the influence of the defense pro- 
gram and to the attitude of defense 
agencies in requiring 35 to 60 and 
more foot-candles in buildings and of- 
fices which they are erecting and rent- 
ing. The average, however, is still far 
too low. not over 10 to 15 foot-candles.” 


year 


Will Start Granby Dam 


Preliminary construction work at the 
Granby Dam site on the Colorado-Big 
Thompson project in Colorado will soon 
begin, Secretary of the Interior Harold 
L. Ickes recently announced in award- 
ing a contract for the construction of 
a diversion and outlet tunnel. Platt 
Rogers, Inc., of Pueblo, Colo., sub- 
mitted the successful bid of $283,180. 
Granby Dam will be the second of a 
series of dams proposed for construc- 
tion on the multiple-purpose Colorado- 
Big Thompson project to supplement 
the irrigation supply and to make pos- 
sible the generation of hydro-electric 
energy. 
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It is an acknowledged fact that transformer 
engineers have long sought a method where- 
by an inherently correct combination of coil- 
and-core assembly and its resultant efficiency 
could be achieved and produced economically. 


L-M engineers have done it. True, there have 
been other attempts which have been par- 
tially successful. But, for the first time, you 


are offered the ultimate in the L-M ROUND- 
WOUND Transformer. 


Full details and convincing proof regarding 


it will be found in the new 
booklet available through 
your L-M representative or 
by writing to the General 
Offices at Milwaukee, Wis. 
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EASTERN FIR LINE—First transmission line east of the Mississippi to use 


full-length pressure-treated fir poles is the recently completed, 50-mile, 


154-kv. circuit of TVA from Norris Dam to Pineville, Ky. Poles ranging in 

length from 65 ft. to 90 foot class 1 were used in the H-frame construction, 

feature of which is the novel 35-ft. spar-type, cedar crossarm employed. 
Conductors are 700,000-cir.mil stranded copper 


























IWDUSTRY 


CTURES 






IGHTING—Rubber plant 
es G.E. floodlights and 
lights to illuminate the 
he building and the fence 
fence itself. Floodlights 
or area lighting, pendent 
nce, sidewalk and street 
lights opposite the plant 
lighting the grounds 


BELOW SPILLWAY— 
of drought conditions in 
m States, the surface of 
{ Georgia Power Co.'s 
ps 70 ft. below the spill- 
ft, head, 6.120-kw. plant 
ch River in the northeast 
er of Georgia y 
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UNDERGROUND BOOSTER STATION—To safeguard water supply to an Army ) 
camp “somewhere in California” reinforced concrete pumping station is placed 
underground; top of station appears in foreground: 33-kv. substation delivers 
power at 440 volts to two Westinghouse 200-hp. squirrel-cage induction motors 
direct connected to pumps delivering 1.350 g.p.m. against 760 ft. head. Two 
two-stage Byron Jackson type SD Multiplex pumps are used with suction and 
discharge nozzles on the same side to simplify piping arrangements and 
reduce floor space 















NO CONDUCTORS BROKEN—A tornado which recently cut across territory 
of the Hydro-Electric Power Commission near Belleville, Ont., caused the 
collapse of two towers in the north 220-kv. line and of one each in two 
other lines. Aluminum was “birdcaged” along the steel core, but neither 
conductors nor overhead ground wire parted 
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ONE OF THE 
REASONS — 


Typical of many new 
Westinghouse network 
developments is this 
double - throw primary 
switch being inspected 
by Westinghouse de- 
sign engineers. The 
switch, an integral part 
of the network unit, has 
made possible marked 
savings in required 
transformer capacity. 
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a A COMPACT UNIT—The 


Westinghouse network 


unit includes: double-throw pri- 
mary switch, three-phase trans- 
former, and network protector— 
all assembled into a space-saving, 


easily-installed unit. 


THEY MUST TEST UP— 
All Westinghouse network 
units undergo exacting tests be- 
fore shipment. Here a Westing- 
house design engineer examines 
a new Westinghouse high-inter- 


rupting capacity protector as it 


returns from the test floor. 
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SAFE FROM SABOTAGE—Recent develop- 
ments by Westinghouse have made the net- 
work system with its many advantages available to 
generating stations. This will assure added reliabil- 
ity, flexibility and sabotage protection for many 


of the new power plants going up today. 


READY FOR 

INSTALLATION —This 

limiter box is ready for 

installation with limiters in 

position foreach secondary = 

lead. The limiter box plus the network unit (at left) 


form the basic apparatus for the network system. 
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Output Drops During 


Armistice Day Week 


The amount of electrical energy dis- 
tributed by the electric light and power 
industry for the week ended Saturday, 
November 15, was 3,304,464,000 kw.-hr., 
according to the Edison Electric Insti- 
tute. the decline of 21,000,000 kw.-hr. 
from the previous week being attributed 
to the observance of the Armistice Day 
holiday on November 11. 

Due to the interest a year ago in the 
Presidential election, Armistice Day, 
the succeeding holiday, was not so gen- 
erally observed as it was this year, and 
output for the corresponding or Armi- 
stice Day week a year ago increased 
by 31,000,000 kw.-hr., compared to a 
drop this year of 21,000,000 kw.-hr. 

Smallest percentage increase took 
place in the mid-Atlantic group, the 
large companies in this area reporting 
substantially lower output. Declines in 
total output are expected during the 
Thanksgiving weeks. 


Weekly Output, Millions Kw.-Hr. 


194] 1940 1939 


Nov. 15 3,304 Nov. 16 2,890 Nov. 18 2,587 
Nov. 8 3,325 Nov. 9% 2,858 Nov. I! 2,589 
Nov. | 3,338 Nov. 2 2,882 Nov. 4 2,608 
Oct. 25 3,299 Oct. 26 2,867 Oct. 28 2,622 
Oct. 18 3,273 Oct. 19 2,838 Oct. 21 2,576 
Oct. Il 3,315 Oct. 12 2,817. Oct. 14 2,583 


Percent Change from Previous Year 


Week Ending 





Nov. 15 Nov.8 Nov. | 


New England...... . +15.7 +-18.7 +17.7 
Mid-Atlantic ... +10.4 +14.0 +12.2 
Central Industrial...... +16.8 +18.5 +-18.1 
West Central..... . +15.9 +17.8 +-17.5 
Southern States....... +14.3 +17.3 +16.4 
Rocky Mountain... . +169 +-16.3 +17.7 
Pacific Coast.......... 912.2 *-+11.1 %+12.4 

Total United States +14.3 +16.4 +15.8 

*Percentage should be higher — data under 
revision. 
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Hankin Joins Commission 


For the first time since February the 
District of Columbia Public Utilities 
Commission now has a quorum. After 
delaying action for months, the Senate 
confirmed, unanimously, the appoint- 
ment of Gregory Hankin, onetime spe- 
cial attorney for the Federal Power 
Commission, whose assumption of office 
gives the commission two of its three 
members. 

{mong matters soon scheduled for 
attention is the annual hearing on 
electric rates, under district’s sliding 
scale agreement with Potomac Electric 
Power Co. 


REMA to Hold Exhibit 


Voting down a suggestion to suspend 
the fourth All-Industry Refrigeration 
and Air Conditioning Exhibition, the 
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board of directors of the Refrigeration 
Equipment Manufacturers Association 
has announced definitely that the show 
will be held in the Stevens Hotel, Chi- 
cago, January 12-15 inclusive. The 
board announced that the coming ex- 
hibition would show the industry’s part 
both in military defense and in civilian 
defense. 


Will Purchase Energy 


Ellicottville Electric Light Co., which 
for the past 36 years has produced its 
own energy for distribution in Ellicott- 
ville, N. Y.. and surrounding areas, will, 
beginning January 1, buy energy from 
the Niagara, Lockport & Ontario Power 
Co. For the present, according to an 
announcement by Joseph K. Lowry, 
superintendent, all engines, generating 
equipment, etc., will be kept intact. The 
Niagara-Lockport company plans con- 


1941 


struction of a transmission line from 
Little Valley to Ellicottville, construc- 
tion on which will start this month. 


Alabama Power Hydro 
Tax Totals $301,829 


Thomas W. Martin, president, has 
announced that on October 1 Alabama 
Power Co. forwarded a check to the 
tax officials at Montgomery for $301,- 
829 in payment of the company’s hydro- 
electric kilowatt-hour tax. This amount 
goes into the special Educational Trust 
Fund of Alabama and will be devoted 
to educational purposes. 

President Martin, in commenting on 
this payment, called attention to the 
fact that it represented only a part of 
Alabama Power Co. taxes for 1941, 
total taxes for 1941 being estimated at 
in excess of $4,000,000. 
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EWS ABOUT PEOPLE 


Vennard Named Chairman 
Modern Kitchen Bureau 


Edwin Vennard, vice-president of 
Middle West Service Co., Chicago, will 
serve as chairman of the Modern 
Kitchen Bureau for 1942. Mr. Vennard 
will bring to the bureau wide experi- 
ence and knowledge of utility and 
dealer merchandising practices in many 
areas of the country. 

After graduating from Tulane Uni- 
versity, Mr. Vennard spent a year with 
the General Electric Co. testing depart- 
ment, and then joined Gulf States Util- 
ities Co. as power sales engineer. He 
later took the same position with South- 
western Gas & Electric Co., an operat- 
ing unit in the Middle West System, 
and was advanced to commercial man- 
ager in charge of sales and rates, be- 
fore joining Middle West Service Co. 


Underwood & Underwood 


His present duties include sales, rates. 
advertising, employee information and 
customer relations. 

Mr. Vennard succeeds W. H. Sammis, 
vice-president Commonwealth & South- 
ern Corp., New York, who has served 
as chairman of the Modern Kitchen 
Bureau since i939, 
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PC. ALLEN Ciirt, manager for the 
Arkansas Power & Light Co., at Eng- 
land, Ark., since 1937, has been trans- 
ferred to a similar position at Camden, 
succeeding the late John Fitzgerald. 
Mr. Clift has been connected with the 
company since 1926. 


> C. T. BrasFieLp of Birmingham, Ala., 
has been promoted to the position of 
assistant to the operating vice-president 
of the Alabama Power Co. Together 
with his new duties, Mr. Brasfield will 
continue to supervise appliance service 
work throughout the system. 


> Oxriver R. Hocue, manager of light- 
ing and wiring sales for Common- 
wealth Edison Co., recently completed 
45 years of service with the Chicago 
utility. Mr. Hogue began his utility 
career in 1896 as a clerk in the inspec- 
tion department, later becoming chief 
clerk in the contract department. He 
was appointed head lighting agent in 
1909 and was promoted to his present 


position in 1936. 


>. H. Lunp of Pittsburgh has been 
elected treasurer of the Westinghouse 
Electric & Manufacturing Co. He suc- 
ceeds L. W. Lyons, who retires after 
38 years’ service with the company. Mr. 
Lund has been employed by Westing- 
house since 1921, when he entered the 
employ of the Westinghouse Electric 
International Co. in New York City. Six 
months later he was elected auditor. 
Since 1937 he has been assistant treas- 
urer and assistant secretary with head- 
quarters in Pittsburgh. One year after 
becoming assistant treasurer of the 
Westinghouse company, Mr. Lund was 
also named credit manager of the com- 
pany. Mr. Lyons joined Westinghouse 
in 1903 and has served as treasurer of 
the company since April, 1935. During 
the intervening years he was continu- 
ously associated 
credit 


with the company’s 
department, serving as credit 
manager as well as assistant treasurer 
and assistant secretary for 
years. 
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Hotpoint Appoints Smith 
General Sales Manager 


G. H. Smith has been appointed gen- 
eral sales manager of the Hotpoint Com- 
pany, Chicago. Mr. Smith has been 
Hotpoint general merchandising mana- 


Moffett Studio 


ger for the past two years. As general 
sales manager he will direct all Hot- 
point sales and merchandising activities. 
During sixteen years’ rapid progress 
in the electric appliance business, Mr. 
Smith has become well known to appli- 
ance dealers, distributors and_ utility 
people all over the country. One of his 
most recent outstanding achievements 
was his conception of the national cam- 
paign built around production of Hot- 
point’s one-millionth electric range. 
His early experience included con- 
nections with Hurley Machine Co. and 
with several appliance distributors. In 
1933 he became laundry equipment 
specialist in Detroit for the General 
Electric Co., later assistant manager, 
General Electric heating device section, 
Bridgeport, then manager of the sun 
lamp section and subsequently Detroit 
district appliance sales manager, Gen- 
eral Electric Supply Corp. 
1941 
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Mr. Smith became identified with 
the Hotpoint organization in 1936, and 
was made general merchandising mana- 
ger of all five Hotpoint home appliance 
lines in 1939. 


> Recinatp B. Taytor has been ap- 
pointed vice-president and assistant 
treasurer of the Sterling Engine Co. 
Mr. Taylor will head the new priori- 
ties division. He resigned as vice-presi- 
dent of the Niagara Share Corp., to 
devote full time to his new duties. 


> Harotp Torcersen of the depart- 
ment of electrical engineering, New 
York University college of engineering, 
New York, N. Y., and a lieutenant in 
the U. S. Naval Reserve, has been as- 
signed to a teaching position at the 
United States Naval Academy, An- 
napolis, Md. He will continue to act 
as an adviser in high-voltage research 
at the university. 


> ELor G. Back in has been appointed 
superintendent of the lighting depart- 
ment at the River Works of the Gen- 
eral Electric Co., Lynn, Mass., suc- 
ceeding the late L. E. Fox. Mr. Back- 
lin joined the company in 1922 after 
being graduated from Rhode Island 
State College. He was engaged in ex- 
perimental work for a time and lately 
had been assistant to Mr. Fox. 


> Jupson S. SAyRE, vice-president and 
director of sales, Bendix Home Ap- 
pliances, Inc., South Bend, was elected 
president of the corporation following 
the resignation of D. O. Scott. Mr. 
Scott is being retained by the company 
as a consultant. Since 1936, even prior 
to actual manufacture of the Bendix 
Automatic Home Laundry. Mr. Sayre 
has taken an active part in manage- 
ment of the firm as a vice-president and 
a member of the board of directors. He 
is well known in the appliance industry. 


> Douctas C. Stewart, safety depart- 
ment manager for Buffalo, Niagara & 
Kastern Power Corp., has been ap- 
pointed safety supervisor for the Ni- 
agara Hudson system. Mr. Stewart 
started with Niagara. Lockport & On- 
tario Power Co. as a draftsman in 1922. 
\fter advancing through various posi- 
tions in the engineering department, he 
is made safety department manager 
1940. Mr. Stewart will supervise and 
co-ordinate safety activities in the three 
operating divisions of the system. 


» C. J. Brown, for the past six years 
nployed by the Duke Power Co. at 
Winston-Salem, N. C., was recently 
‘med manager of the company’s Madi- 
n branch to succeed S. M. Orr, Jr., 
ho has been called into military 
rvice, 





Westinghouse Appoints 
Subcontract Supervisor 


L. E. Osborne. formerly manager of 
manufacturing and engineering of the 
Westinghouse merchandising division, 
has been appointed assistant to the 
president in charge of the company’s 
national defense subcontracting pro- 





gram, George H. Bucher, president of 
Westinghouse Electric & Manufacturing 
Co., has announced. 

Mr. Osborne was granted a leave of 
absence by Westinghouse last January 
to join the staff of the defense commis- 
sion in Washington. Prior to his new 
Westinghouse assignment, he served as 
chief of the heavy ordnance section in 
the production division of OPM. Mr. 
Osborne’s position was created to expe- 
dite the letting of contracts and to fur- 
nish a central point for the distribution 
of information to and from the inter- 
ested governmental agencies. 

He has been connected with West- 
inghouse since 1910. After engaging 
in tool work in various capacities, he 
became assistant works manager of the 
company’s meter and instruments plant 
at Newark, N. J.. in 1931 and soon after 
was promoted to works manager. In 
1934 he was named works manager of 
the East Springfield, Mass., plant and 
five years later was advanced to mana- 
ger of manufacturing and engineering 
for the entire Westinghouse merchan- 
dising division, including the plants at 
East Springfield, Mass., and Mansfield, 
Ohio. 


> Lestie E. Ross, general superinten- 
dent of the Niagara Falls Power Co.., 
has been elected vice-president of that 
company. Mr. Ross has been with sys- 
tem companies for 39 years, starting 
with the Niagara Falls Hydraulic Power 
& Manufacturing Co. in 1902 in the line 
department. He became operating sup- 
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erintendent of the Niagara Falls Power 
Co. in 1918. 


OBITUARY 


> L. L. Biche, manager of power trans- 
former sales for the General Electric 
Co., died suddenly October 24 at his 
home in Pittsfield, Mass., in his fifty- 
fourth year. Mr. Biche had been con- 
nected with the General Electric organ- 
ization since 1912. 


> Joun W. TANNER, manager of the 
West Coast Power Co., Florence, died 
at his home in that city on October 15, 
in his sixty-first year. Mr. Tanner had 
lived in Florence 54 years. He was 
born in Colfax, Wash. 


> Epwin W. Kramer, regional director 
for the Federal Power Commission for 
the seven western states with headquar- 
ters in San Francisco, died on Novem- 
ber 1, in his  sixty-fifth year. Mr. 
Kramer had been connected with the 
Federal Power Commission since 1936. 


Pm Samuet T. Coruiss, formerly con- 
nected with the Public Service Electric 
& Gas Co., and well known as an ama- 
teur weather prophet, died on October 
27, after an illness of a year. He was 
83 years old. Mr. Corliss retired as 
Camden division agent of the utility in 
1928, having served in that capacity 
since 1907. 


© THomas J. Litte, Jr., director of 
engineering for Bendix Home Appli- 
ances, Inc., died in South Bend, Ind., 
on October 6, of a heart attack. He 
was 66 years old. Before joining the 
Bendix company he had been with the 
Cadillac, Lincoln and Marmon automo- 
bile companies, and once was chief 
engineer of the Copeland Products Co. 
in Detroit. Mr. Litle was born in 
Philadelphia in 1875. 


> Jostan C. STIPHER, executive assis- 
tant of the Indianapolis Power & Light 
Co., died at his home in Indianapolis, 
Ind., November 9, after suffering a sud- 
den heart attack. He was 58 years old. 
Apparently in good health, Mr. Stipher 
had been at his office Saturday. As 
executive assistant, Mr. Stipher was 
associated closely in his work with the 
president and operating vice-president 
of the company. He was first employed 
by Indianapolis Light & Heat Co. in 
1910 in a clerical capacity in the credit 
and collection department. When the 
company consolidated with the Mer- 
chants Heat & Light Co. to form the 
present organization in 1927 Mr. Sti- 
pher became rate engineer. He re- 
mained in this capacity until 1934, 
when he was named assistant to the 
vice-president and general manager and 
later executive assistaft. 
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Wire, Cable Group 
Meets with OPA 


Copper wire and cable manufactur- 
ers, meeting in Washington last week 
with representatives of Leon Henderson, 
OPA Administrator, presented sched- 
ules of changes in prices and in terms 
of sale since January 1, 1940, and dis- 
cussed the practicability of price regu- 
lations under present conditions. 

Two major deterrents to price fixing 
at this time were mentioned by repre- 
sentatives of the industry after mem- 
bers of the OPA staff, headed by Joel 
Dean, had spoken of the relationship 
between price increases and inflation. 

First deterrent was the cease and de- 
sist order issued by the Federal Trade 
Commission about five years ago and 
still in force against some fourteen 
companies. Some of the manufacturers 
took the position that OPA was asking 
them to take steps prohibited by the 
FTC order. Inquiries made at FTC of- 
fices Thursday brought forth informa- 
tion that the commission would not “in- 
terfere” with price arrangements made 
by the OPA, but no formal action was 
taken by FTC. 

The second difficulty, it was brought 
out, in fixing prices was inability of 
manufacturers to control increasing 
labor and material costs, which in turn 
increased the cost of the finished prod- 
uct. The OPA viewpoint, however, was 
said to be that manufacturers should 
“absorb” such increased costs and thus 
maintain prices at fixed levels. 


Range Sales Double 


Sales of electric ranges in continental 
United States, Alaska and Hawaii dur- 
ing the month of September totaled 
66,206 units, as compared with 32,167 
units for the same month of 1940, ac- 
cording to a report issued by the Na- 
tional Electrical Manufacturers Asso- 
ciation. For the first nine months ended 
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September units sold amounted to 545,- 
074, compared with 319,651 units for 
the similar period of 1940. 


Machinery Orders 
Lower in September 


Index of value of new orders re- 
ceived by electrical machinery manu- 
facturers during the month of Septem- 
ber was 302, compared with 309 in 
August, 1941, and with 228 in Septem- 
ber, 1940, according to the Bureau of 
Foreign and Domestic Commerce. 

The survey showed the index of the 
value of manufacturers’ shipments of 
electrical machinery stood at 266 in 
September, compared with 238 in Au- 
gust, and 161 in September, 1940. 

For inventories, the index advanced 
to 202.6 in September from 196.5 in 
August. In September, 1940, it stood 
at 116.7. 
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ANUFACTURING-MARKETS 


Refrigerator Output 
Tapered Off by G.E. 


For several months prior to the re- 
ceipt of the actual OPM order restrict- 
ing the production of household refrig- 
erators General Electric Co. had antic- 
ipated the reduction and taken steps 
to meet it by reducing production after 
the factory’s annual vacation shutdown 
in August, according to A. M. Sweeney, 
manager of the G.E. household refriger- 
ator section, Bridgeport, Conn. 

The most serious effect at this time, 
the G.E. manager says, is the disloca- 
tion of employees at the Erie, Pa., and 
Schenectady plants, where hundreds 
have been released from the refrigera- 
tor production departments. Fortu- 
nately other departments are actively 
engaged in the production of defense 
items, and as a result of advance plan- 
ning it has been possible to transfer 
some of the released employees to these 
other departments. 

“At Schenectady we have obtained 
machine shop defense jobs which will 
absorb many of the workmen and tools 
released by the curtailed refrigerator 
production,” Mr. Sweeney continues. 
“At present this has not been possible 
at Erie, but it is anticipated that within 
a few months defense work in other 
departments at Erie will require many 
of the refrigeration department em- 
ployees who were released.” 


Industry Committee on 
Turbines and Gears 


An industry advisory committee for 
the turbine and gears industry has been 
appointed to work with OPM on defense 
problems involving this vital equipment. 
Capt. J. O. Gawne of the Navy has 
been designated government presiding 
officer of the committee. Industry mem- 
bers are: 

L. W. Crothaus, Allis-Chalmers 
Manufacturing Co.; F. E. Burkhart, 
Bethlehem Steel Co.; H. L. Watson, De- 
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Laval Steam Turbine Co.; W. L. Schnei- 
der, Falk Corp.; Austin Kuhns, Farrel- 
Birmingham Co., Inc.; J. W. Belanger, 
General Electric Co.; and F. D. New- 
bury, Westinghouse Electric & Manu- 
facturing Co. 

es 


New District Manager 


Appointment of E. C. Bolton as man- 
ager of the Cincinnati district sales 
office has been announced by Cutler- 
Hammer, Inc. Mr. Bolton has been 
with the company since 1922. In 1925, 
after three years in the engineering and 
sales departments, he took over public 
utility sales in the Chicago district. 
Shortly afterward his territory was ex- 
panded to include the entire Middle 
West and in 1935 to include the whole 
country. He has had his headquarters 
in Chicago for the past sixteen years. 


Revere Constructing New 
Condenser Tube Mill 


Revere Copper & Brass. Inc.. is 
building a condenser tube mill at Bal- 
timore. under the auspices of the De- 
fense Plant Corporation, to manufac- 
ture condenser tubes for the U. S. Navy 
and the U. S. Maritime Commission. 

Plans call for a steel frame structure 
with two manufacturing bays each 
100x672 ft.. in addition to a casting 
shop, machine shop, laboratory, boiler 
plant and offices. Total floor area will 
be in excess of 170.000 sq.ft. 

Construction started October 21 and 
the plant is expected to be in operation 
early in May 1942. 


Revise Rubber Items Tax 


As a result 
ponent 


of a new rubber com- 
definition by the Bureau of 
Internal Revenue, many products con- 
taining rubber which were previously 
exempt from manufacturers’ excise tax 
are now subject to such levies. The 
Rubber Manufacturers Association has 
notified all its members of the change 
in the definition and of the need for 
repricing many articles, so as to include 
the excise tax. The association has pre- 
pared a brief opposing a change in the 
definition, which will he submitted to 
the Treasury Department. 





New York Metal Prices 


Nov. 18,'41 Nov. 11,'41 

Cents per Cents per 
Pound Pound 

Copper electrolytic <i 12.00* 12.00* 
Lead, A. S. & R. Price.. 5.85 5.85 
Antimony ....... Re 14.00 14.00 
Nickel, Ingot . 35.00 35.00 
Zinc Spot...... Leek 8.64 8.64 
Tin, Straits : . $2.00 52.00 
Aluminum, 99 percent 15.00 15.00 


“Delivery Connecticut Valley. 
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Field Reports on Business 


Industrial production continued at a high level during the past week, defense 
output countering decreases in non-defense industries. Substantial orders are 
being placed for many lines of electrical equipment. New high in holiday trade 


is being predicted by merchandisers. 


NEW ENGLAND 


Substantial orders for many lines of 
electrical equipment were placed in this 
area last week. More than $750,000 worth 
of orders for the Air Corps, Signal Corps 
and Corps of Engineers were awarded by 
the War Department recently. U.S. Rub- 
ber Co., Bristol, R. L., received an order 
for wire, $180,000; Hytron Corp., Salem, 
Mass., tubes, $50,500, and a number of 
smaller orders for capacitors, wiring sup- 
plies and lighting equipment. 

A 1,000-kva. G.E. three-phase trans- 
former has been installed at the Windsor 
Locks (Conn.) Air Base. A new $1,000,- 
000 plant for the manufacture of synthetic 
phenol at Pittsfield, Mass., will be started 
soon by General Electric. Chapman Valve 
Co., Indian Orchard, Mass., is planning a 
$3,000,000 expansion program in the in- 
terest of national defense. 

Hygrade Sylvania Corp. reports large 
orders for rough service and small cande- 
labra type lamps for use by the Army 
and Navy, as well as_ exceptionally 
large demands from the War and Navy 


Departments, miscellaneous government 
agencies, prominent steel, woolen and 
armament manufacturers. Floodlighting 
is in good demand at many Rhode 


Island factories. United Wire & Supply 
Co. has installed a layout at a Narragan- 
sett Electric plant and the Army has in- 
stalled 20 kw. in equipment at the Provi- 
dence Municipal pier. Air-conditioning 
equipment sales in eastern Massachusetts 
hold at a good level. 

Electric appliance sales in Vermont to 
date are ahead of last year. One group of 
utilities sold 3,034 refrigerators and 873 
ranges to November 1. 


CHICAGO 


The general level of industrial produc- 
tion continued steady last week, with a 
further acceleration in the tempo of de- 
fense output countering decreases in non- 
defense lines. Department store sales in- 
creased 8 percent over the previous week 
and 12 percent above a year ago. On the 
other hand, activity in some non-defense 
lines, such as household appliances, failed 
to maintain their year-earlier levels. 

Building activity during October, both 
for Chicago and the state, showed moder- 
ate declines from the previous month as 
well as from October, 1940. A survey among 
small industrial concerns in this area re- 
veals that priority difficulties threaten shut- 
down of 3,500 plants with a total employ- 
ment of 70,000. Efforts are being increased 
to secure more defense work for this dis- 
trict in order to reduce the “casualty list.” 

Of 37 manufacturers reporting October 
sales to the Electric Association, 24 showed 
gains over September, while 34 had _ in- 
creases over October, 1940. Fifty percent 
of the electrical wholesalers reported a 
decrease from September, but 100 percent 
showed gains over October last year. 
Twenty central plant air-conditioning sys- 
tems, totaling 363 hp., were installed last 
month, as compared with twelve aggregat- 
ing 156 hp. in the same month a year ago. 

Defense orders for electrical equipment 
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placed here last week included Westing- 
house Electric & Manufacturing Co., Dyna- 
motor units, $130,660; Automatic Trans- 
portation Co., electric trucks, $32,280; Dia- 
mond Wire & Cable Co., cards, $20,125; 
Fairbanks, Morse & Co., generating plant, 


$59,190. 


NEW YORK 


Steel executives have pointed out that 
the strike in the coal mines will take a 
toll of steel production regardless of the 
brevity of the walkout, though a number 
of steel companies report sufficient stocks 
of coal to assure continued operations for 
periods ranging from ten days to a month. 

Engineering construction awards last 
week, $130,160,000, climbed sharvly from 
the $44,209,000 reported for the short pre- 
ceding week, but were lower than the 
$139,119,000 reported for the short 1940 
week, according to Engineering News-Rec- 
ord. The week’s total brought 1941 con- 
struction to $5,424,579,000, an increase of 
58 percent over the 46-week period last 
year, and 36 percent higher than the 
volume for the entire year 1940. 

Gains ranging around 20 percent over 
1940 are anticipated for Christmas retail 
trade this year, the consensus of opinion 
in merchandising circles being that dis- 
tributors are facing a holiday demand that 
is likely to exceed that of 1929. 


PACIFIC COAST 


Mines. which have been exceptionally 
good buyers of electrical material, are ap- 
parently the first class of Western indus- 
trial to feel the pressure of existing con- 
ditions. Gold mines report difficulty in 
procuring material because of lack of pri- 
ority and in holding labor due to shipvard 
wage competition. An Anaconda subsidiary 
near Quincy, Calif., has shut down indefi- 
nitely because of copper ceiling and in- 
creased labor costs. 

Local system betterments by Pacific Gas 
& Electric Co. include a substandard sec- 
tion in Sierra foothill area, costing $37,000 
and serving 122 customers near Foresthill; 
two substations and an 11-kv. tie-in at 
Eureka, costing $115,000: San Francisco 
cutovers and underground work in China- 
town section, costing $150.000, and a 137- 
electrolier San Francisco street-lighting 
iob costing $100,000. Fears for private home- 
building volume, threatened by lack of 
priority, are declared exaggerated, and 
this statement is upheld by October per- 
mit reports, which, totaled for the seven 
Western states, reveal an increase of 30 
percent over both September, 1941, and 
October, 1940. 

Recent orders include $31,200 Joslyn 
insulators, $13,857 crossarms and $17,137 
Electric Power Equipment Co. disconnect 
switches, all for Parker Dam lines in Ari- 
zona, and awards totaling $3,000,000 for 
the 40 circuit-mile, 230-kv., 500,000 cir.mil, 
200 steel tower line from Roulder to the 
Basic Magnesium, Inc., plant near Las 
Vegas, Nev., for which Phelps-Dodge is 
supplying copper cable and General Elec- 
tric the machinery. 
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Utility Stocks Decline; Bonds Also Drop 
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Electric light and power stocks during the past week continued on the downward trend 
which set in late in October. “Electrical World’ index—20.8; last week, 21.2: last 
year, 27.6. The bond index, 105.5; last week, 105.7 


Public Service Asks 
Order Against SEC 


Public Service Corporation of New 
Jersey this week asked the Federal 
Court in Philadelphia to relieve the 
company from Securities and Exchange 
Commission — restrictions, contending 
that the company’s plans for supplying 
large amounts of power for defense 
purposes were impaired by SEC pro- 
cedures. 

Differences of opinion between SEC 
and Public Service came into the open 
two months ago when the commission 
held that Public Service was a subsid- 
iary of United Gas Improvement and 
United Corp. and that thereby Public 
Service became subject to SEC juris- 
diction. 

This finding, it was said by company 
counsel, would impede the company’s 
plans to raise $15,000,000 needed at once 
to maintain and repair various prop- 
erties to furnish considerably greater 
amounts of power required for defense 
plants. If the money were to be raised 
through new stock issues, SEC ap- 
proval would appear to be necessary, 
and if such approval were sought, coun- 
sel said, the company would be auto- 
matically acknowledging the validity of 
the commission’s order. 

Lawrence A. Lesser, attorney for 
SEC, objected to issuance of a stay 
order, stating the company would not 
benefit if the court suspended the SEC 
enforcement order. The Department of 
Justice could prosecute the company 
for any violation of the act, he said. 
and the Postmaster-General could close 
the mails to the company. 


Seek Funds for New Unit 


Superior Water, Light & Power Co. 
has petitioned the Wisconsin Public 
Service Commission for authority to 
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issue three-year notes in the amount of 
$1.600,000 for the purpose of providing 
funds for the completion of a 12,500- 
kw. addition to the company’s Winslow 
steam-electric generating station. The 
notes would bear 1% percent interest 
for the first year, 2 percent for the 
second and 2% percent for the third 
year. 


Offer San Diego Common 


Offering has been made of 246,750 
shares of common stock of the San 
Diego Gas & Electric Co., $10 par value, 
at $13 a share. As a result of the financ- 
ing the outstanding common stock of 
the company will be increased from 
1.003.250 to 1,250,000 shares. 


Files $25,000,000 Issue 


Pacific Gas & Electric Co. has filed 
a registration statement with the Securi- 
ties and Exchange Commission cover- 
ing $25,000.000 of 3 percent first and 
refunding mortgage bonds, series K, 
due June 1, 1971. Net proceeds from 
the sale of the bonds will be used to 


Utility Reports 





Net Income 

1941 1940 
*Alabama Power $3,304,863 $3,278,860 
*American Wtr. Wks. & 

Elec. and subs 3,928,741 4,257,484 
*Buffalo, Niagara & Eastern 

Pwr. and subs 7,950,603 7,619,829 
*Central N. Y. Power and 

sub. 3,562,599 2,259,212 
*Consumers Power 9,553,511 10,940,684 
*Duquesne Light 9,919,691 10,283,950 
*Georgia Power 5,273,794 4,234,141 
*Gulf States Utilities 2,071,522 2,533,907 
*Louisville Gas & Elec. 

(Ky.) and subs 2,765,536 2,902,838 
*Ohio Edison 3,901,441 4,138,296 
*Puget Sound Pwr. & Lt. 

and subs. 1,705,188 1,516,293 
*Virginia Elec. & Pwr 4,107,317 4,083,223 


*Twelve months ended September 30. 


reimburse the company’s treasury fo) 
fixed capital expenditures. The com 
pany states that it proposes to use the 
treasury funds for general corporat: 
purposes and to finance, in part, a pro 
posed construction program. 


Electric Kiln for 
Steatite Insulators 


An electric kiln developed by the 
Tennessee Valley Authority in ceramics 
research at Norris, Tenn., has been 
made available to the American Lava 
Corp., Chattanooga, for the production 
of steatite electric insulators for radios 
needed by the United States armed 
forces, a TVA press release stated re- 
cently. 

The kiln has been made available 
for the defense production by the United 
States Bureau of Mines, which since 
August of 1940 has been operating it, 
under lease from the authority, in con- 
tinuation of a research program on the 
use of electricity in the non-metals min- 
eral industries. 

American Lava Corp. expects to use 
the Norris kiln pending the installation 
of increased kiln facilities in its own 
plant. 

The operation will mark the longest 
continuous commercial run ever made 
in the United States by a large electric 
kiln kept at such high temperatures, 
Dr. Hewitt Wilson, who is in charge 
of the Norris electrotechnical labora- 
tory for the Bureau of Mines, said. (The 
temperatures range from 1,300 to 1,390 
deg. C.) Operation under commercial 
conditions will round out the research 
experience with the Norris kiln, Dr. 
Wilson said. Records of power costs 
and other research data will be kept. 


Appliance Promotion for 
Defense Workers’ Needs 


There has been an influx of new 
families in connection with the defense 
work in the territory of Cumberland 
County Power & Light Co. Accordingly. 
the promotion of electrical appliances 
has been directed along lines which will 
fit the needs of these people for light- 
housekeeping equipment, according to 
Guy G. Smith, advertising manager of 
the company, who states that a number 
of these defense workers live in one- 
and two-room apartments. 

Due to the rapidly increasing prices 
of food, the company is stressing in its 
advertising ways of saving the nutri- 
ment value of foods through the use of 
electrical equipment. Light-conditioning 
and lamp sales are occupying a promi- 
nent part in the company’s fall adver- 
tising and promotion. 
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Mansfield Obtains 
Large Shell Order 


The Mansfield plant of Westinghouse 
Electric & Manufacturing Co. has re- 
ceived a $2,750,000 U.S. Army con- 
tract for 37 millimeter armor-piercing 
shells, B. W. Clark, Westinghouse vice- 
president, announced. Notification of 
the award was received from Army 
Ordnance headquarters in Cleveland. 

The contract will provide employ- 
ment for several hundred persons and 
machinery and other equipment neces- 
sary for this work will be ordered im- 
mediately. Production should be started 
shortly after the first of the year. In 
order to speed this project in every 
way possible the men who will act as 
supervisors in the shell-producing sec- 
tion are being sent to government ar- 
senals to familiarize themselves with 
the work. 

Westinghouse officials some months 
ago spent $75,000 to prepare a section 
of the Mansfield plant to handle work 
of this type, and the new contract will 
be their second major defense project. 
In August the plant was awarded a $3.,- 
173,000 order for the manufacturigg of 
army binoculars. More than half the 
total production of Westinghouse plant 
throughout the country is devoted to 
defense work. 


GRDA Awards Contracts 
for Substation, Lines 


Grand River Dam Authority has 
awarded a contract to the Elliott Con- 
struction Co., Omaha, Neb., at $211.471 
for a new indoor-type power substation, 
25 x 35 ft.. on a site about 8 miles 
from Tulsa, Okla.. and for a new 
switching station, similar size at Mark- 
ham’s Ferry. 

The authority also made an award 
to A. S. Schulman Electric Co., Chi- 
cago, Ill., at $184,297, for construction 
of a new 66-ky. transmission line from 
power station at Pensacola, on Grand 
River, Okla., to a point on Kansas- 
Oklahoma state line, near Miami, Okla., 
about 33 miles, and for dismantling an 
existing high-tension line from a point 
near generating station to Vinita, about 
10 miles. 


No Extra Dividend 


\lax McGraw president of the Me- 
Graw Electric Co., has sent a letter to 
stockholders saying that, “in view of the 
fact that capital additions this year will 
amount to a very substantial sum, I 
think the wise dividend policy would 
be to conserve cash rather than pay an 
extra dividend before the end of the 
yea 
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Sales Opportunities 


WincuHester, Ky.—Clark Rural Electric 
Cooperative Corp., Winchester, T. E. Steele, 
superintendent, plans new  steam-electric 
generating station for power supply for 
rural electric lines in that area. Site for 
plant will be selected soon. Also will build 
transmission lines for connection with va- 
rious rural electric distribution systems to 
be served, including terminal power sub- 
stations and other facilities. Entire project 
will cost about $2,000,000. Proposed to 
arrange financing through federal aid. 


TILLAMOOK, Ore.—Bonneville Power Ad- 
ministration, 811 N. E. Oregon Street, 
Portland, has authorized new 60,000-volt 
transmission line from present terminus 
of system at Willamina, Ore., to Tillamook, 
about 38 miles, for power supply for Tilla- 
mook County Public Utility District at 
latter place. Also will build terminal power 
substation and switching station for this 
service. Cost estimated at $338,000. Utility 
District noted has arranged preliminary 
agreement with Mountain States Power Co. 
for purchase of its transmission and dis- 
tribution lines in Tillamook County, as well 
as company steam-electric generating sta- 
tion at Tillamook, for total consideration 
of $625,000, subject to final agreement 
and ratification. It is proposed to continue 
Tillamook power station mentioned for 
standby service in future. 


Cuarveston, W. Va.—Carbide & Carbon 
Chemicals Corp., 30 East 42d Street, New 
York, N. Y., a subsidiary of Union Carbide 
& Carbon Corp., same address, plans in- 
stallation of motors and controls, trans- 
formers and accessories, switchgear, ex- 
terior and interior lighting systems, duct 
lines, conveyors, electric hoists and other 
equipment in new plant at Charleston, sup- 
plementing present works at that location, 
for production of synthetic rubber for gov- 
ernment. It will comprise several large one 
and multi-story units. A steam power plant 
is planned, with power substation for cen- 
tral station service. Entire project will cost 
about $3,500,000, and fund in that amount 
will be furnished by Defense Plant Cor- 
poration, Washington, D. C., for land, build- 
ings and machinery. Work is scheduled to 
begin soon. 


Denison, TeEx.—United States Engineer 
Office, Denison, receives bids until Decem- 
ber 3 for two 36,842-kva., a.c., electric gen- 
erators and auxiliary equipment for Deni- 
son dam power station, at Denison dam and 
reservoir on Red River, near Denison (Cir- 
cular 34). 


Hope, Ark.—Southwestern Gas & Elec- 
tric Co., Shreveport, La., plans new trans- 
mission line from connection with present 
high-tension system, vicinity of Okay 
(Hempstead County), Ark., to Hope, for 
power supply for Army proving grounds at 
last noted place, where terminal power 
substation will be located. Cost reported 
close to $50,000. 


Wartersury, Conn.—Waterbury Tool Di- 
vision of Vickers, Inc., East Aurora Street, 
manufacturer of hydraulic transmissions, 
parts, etc., plans installation of motors and 
controls, duct lines, switchgear, transform- 
ers and_ accessories, conveyors, electric 
hoists and other equipment in new plant 
unit, about 92,000 sq. ft. of floor space, 
for production of hydraulic apparatus for 
government. Cost about $1,400,000. Brown 
& Matthews, Inc., 122 East 42d Street, 
New York, N. Y. is engineer for building. 


Kansas City, Kan.—Board of Public 
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Utilities, Kansas City, receives bids until 
December 10 for construction of addition 
to Quindaro municipal steam-electric power 
plant, where increased capacity will be 
carried out, exclusive of equipment. Struc- 
ture is estimated to cost about $300,000. 
Burns & McDonnell Engineering Co., 107 
West Linwood Boulevard, Kansas City, 
Mo., is consulting engineer. 


WaTeERLOO, Wis.— Water and Light Com- 
mission has authorized immediate call for 
bids for expansion and improvements in 
municipal steam-electric power plant, to 
include new 750-kw. turbine-generator unit 
and accessories, 330-hp. boiler, pumping 
units and auxiliary equipment. Cost esti- 
mated close to $100,000. Commercial Test- 
ing & Engineering Co., 307 North Michi- 
gan Avenue, Chicago, Il)., is consulting 
engineer. 


TarentTIUM, Pa.—Light and Water De- 
partment has preliminary plans under way 
for extensions and improvements in mu- 
nicipal power plant, with installation of 
new equipment. Cost reported close to 
$100,000. Morris Knowles, Inc., Park Build- 
ing, Pittsburgh, Pa., is consulting engineer. 


Cotuins, Miss.—Gibbs & Hill, Pennsy]l- 
vania Station, New York, N. Y., consult- 
ing engineers, will prepare plans for new 
steam-electric generating station to be con- 
structed by an electric cooperative organ- 
ization (name not announced), in vicinity 
of Collins, for power supply for rural elec- 
tric lines in that district. Plant will have 
an initial capacity of approximately 20,000- 
kw. Project will include about 8,500 miles 
of primary and secondary lines in number 
of counties in Mississippi, with outdoor 
power substations and service facilities. 
Entire development will cost about $2,100.- 
000, and fund in that amount will be 
secured through federal aid. 


GaLveston, Tex.—Monsanto Chemical 
Co., 1700 South Second Street, St. Louis, 
Mo., manufacturer of industrial chemicals, 
plans installation of motors and controls, 
transformers and accessories, switchgear, 
duct lines, interior and exterior lighting 
systems, conveyors and other equipment in 
new plant in vicinity of Galveston for pro- 
duction of chemical specialties used for 
manufacture of synthetic rubber, for gov- 
ernment. It will comprise a main one-story 
structure and several auxiliary buildings, 
equipped for large output. Central station 
service will be used, with terminal power 
substation to be located on plant site. En- 
tire project will cost approximately $2.200,- 
000, and fund in that amount will be fur- 
nished by Defense Plant Corporation, Wash- 
ington, D. C., a federal agency. 


Hygrade Sylvania Cited 


A bronze plaque has been awarded 
the Hygrade Sylvania Corp. by the Na- 
tional Safety Council in recognition of 
the excellent safety record marked up 
by the machine shop of the Emporium, 
Pa.. tube factory for the year July 1, 
1940, to June 30, 1941. During that pe- 
riod there were no lost-time accidents. 
The trophy was awarded by the metals 
section of the National Safety Council 
at the National Safety Convention held 
recently in Chicago. 
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EW EQUIPMENT 


Demand Meter 


Single meter combining watt-hour and 
thermal demand mechanisms was developed 
to meet the continued extension of demand 


Combination watt-hour and thermal demand 
meter: capacities 5, 15 and 50 amp., 120 to 
240 volts, a.c., 2- and 3-wire, for reading up 
to 20 kw. Westinghouse Elec. & Mfg. Co., 
East Pittsburgh, Pa. 


rates to smaller loads. Two demand pointers 
are provided; one operating as a pusher 
and the other to indicate the maximum 
demand. Watt-hour mechanism has stand- 
ard adjustments for full load, light load 
and power factor. Thermal unit has only 
two adjustments, for zero and for full scale. 
For technical treatment see ELECTRICAL 
Worip, October 18, 1941, page 1381. 


Unit Heater 


Vertical, suspended, propeller type 
heaters discharge air from any one of the 
four sides and also from the center portion 
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of the unit. Motor and fan are concealed 
inside the unit. Air louvers are provided. 
Units are available with both standard and 
low temperature coils suitable for steam 
pressures from 2 to 100 lb. pressure, and 
for hot water. 


Valve 


New power control valve is designed 
for use as an automatic relief valve. Boiler 
drum or superheater outlet-pressure or 
steam-header pressure actuates a pressure 
control set at the popping pressure, which 
operates an electric contact on a differ- 
ence in pressure of 1 percent or less. A 
solenoid is energized to open and close the 
pilot valve. It may be operated manually 
from the control station. 


Ashcroft power control valve; pressures, |,800 
to 2,500 |b. Manning, Maxwell & Moore, 
Inc., Bridgeport, Conn. 


Meter Cabinets 


Weatherproof polyphase meter cabinets: va- 
rious sizes from |8 to 36 in. long, 12 and 
15 in. wide and 10'/ in. deep. Walker Elec- 
trical Co., Atlanta, Ga. 


An addition to the company’s line in- 
cludes weatherproof polyphase meter cab- 
inets for polyphase and demand. meters. 
They are made of rust-proofed steel or 
aluminum, with wood board in back, and 
can be arranged for wall, pole or crossarm 
mounting. 


BUYING ELECTRICAL EQUIPMENT?— 
McGraw-Hill’s Electrical Buyers Reference 
is a convenient place to look first for 
manufacturers’ product data, names and 
addresses. 
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Control 


New electronic contro] system provides 
stepless control of d.c. motors from a.c. 
lines wherever a wide speed range is 
needed. It consists of three separate units— 
control station, a transformer, and a thyra- 
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"'Thy-mo-trol'' electronic motor control; motor 
sizes up to 5 hp., 230 volts, d.c. General 
Electric Co., Schenectady, N. Y. 


tron tube panel. Single-dial control, 
mounted in a push-button station, covers 
the complete speed range of the motor, both 
above and below basic speed. Overload and 
short-circuit protection are provided. Re- 
versing service and dynamic braking may 
be furnished. 


Oscillograph 


"Type 233'' giant-screen cathode-ray oscillo- 
graph. Screen diameter is 20 in. Recurrent 
or single sweeps range from 8 to 30,000 
c.p.s. Deflection sensitivity X- and Y-axes 
0.020 r.m.s. volt per inch. Operated at 115/ 
230 volts. 40-60 cycles. Allen B. Du Mont 
Laboratories, Inc., Passaic, N. J. 


Oscillograph utilizes intensifier teletron 
which has a medium-persistence green 
screen, has its own power supply and is 
mounted on a rolling table. Teletron is 
operated at 6,000 volts, permitting observa- 
tion in well-lighted places, it is claimed. 
Amplifiers are provided for deflection along 
the X- and Y-axes, permitting investigation 
of phase relationships. 


Fluorescent Fixture 


Luminaire has plastic ends and side pan- 
els. Louvers and side rails are finished in 
baked “Super White” enamel. Fixtures are 
available in ceiling and suspension types. 


"Day-Lume" fluorescent fixture with louvers; 
designed for 48-in. and 60-in. lamps, using 
from four to eight per fixture. Day-Brite 
Lighting, Inc., St. Louis, Mo. 
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